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A Perspective of the Year 
As we start a brand new year, every-
one at the Arts Center is looking  
back on 2019 with a sense of        
accomplishment and pride.   

Early in the year we introduced a 
new, more interactive website to 
serve as our digital “front door,” with 
key features such as online workshop 
registration and membership renew-
al, easier navigation, and faster links 
to information.   

In June, the Keuka Arts Festival was 
once again both an enormous under-
taking and success.   Throughout the 
summer, our lakeside facility, Sunny 
Point, was alive with     activity, 
where our intrepid staff, volunteers, 
and supporters kicked off the season 
with a rain- and wind-drenched 
BBQ, then enjoyed sunnier condi-
tions at the end-of-summer Ice 
Cream Social.  In between were clas-
ses and workshops, open studio time 
in the Boathouse Pottery, and visiting 
artists and guests.   

As summer came to a close, we host-
ed an Attic Art Sale, collecting, dis-
playing, and selling hundreds of 
paintings, prints, ceramics, and a 
wide 
range of  
other art 
pieces 
and sup-
plies.                           

Held at 
Camp 
Cory for 
the first 
time, the 
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sale generated approximately $1,500 
that will be used to support community-
based arts initiatives.   

Everything we accomplish is due to our 
dedicated volunteers and support-
ers.  The Keuka Arts Festival committee 
put in countless hours in the months 
leading up to the festival to create an 
event that supports local and regional 
artists, encourages participation and en-
joyment of the arts among attendees, 
and contributes to the local econo-
my.  The Attic Art Sale committee 
worked with the very helpful and friend-
ly staff at Camp Cory to create a truly 
unique art sale, and the Sunny Point  
volunteers are tireless in their efforts to 
realize the potential and mission of this 
wonderful facility.  From our Center  
docents to our “hammer slammers” to 
local businesses that donate money, 
goods, and services, the success of the 
Arts Center is a community effort.   

As a result of a year-long effort on the 
part of our volunteer Board members, 
we will enter 2020 with a new Strategic 
Plan that will guide our efforts to build 
organizational capacity, ensure fiscal 
sustainability, and expand programming 
and outreach.  We look forward to     

another great 
year in 2020 and 
to bringing the 
arts to everyone 
in Yates County 
and beyond.   

 — Dixon          
Zorovich,             
Board President 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 
Class of 2020 

Anita Maroscher 
Dick Murphy 

Sandra Murrin 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 
Class of 2021 

Lynn Blumenau 
Marsha Devine 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 
Howard LeVant 
Dixon Zorovich 

 
Class of 2022 
Faith Benedict 

John Christensen 
Daryl Davis 
Kristi Hoag 

Karen Morris 
Mike Smith 

Bethany Snyder 
 

Officers 
Dixon Zorovich, Pres. 

Kathy Ring, VP 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Daryl Davis, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 
 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art programs and  
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and publicize 
events; develop & main-
tain physical facilities. 

 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 
Interested in volunteering 

at the Arts Center?   
Contact volunteer     
coordinator Lynn          

Blumenau at          
lynnblumenau@ 

gmail.com. Volunteers 
serve as docents in the 
Flick  Gallery, help hang 
artwork for shows, pre-

pare food for exhibit 
openings, help in various 
capacities with fundrais-
ing events throughout 

the year and serve on a 
variety of committees.  
We welcome your help 

with any of the Arts Cen-

Oh Say - Have You Seen? 

to help the Arts Cen-
ter flourish and our 
members for their 
support for integrat-
ing the arts into our 
community. 

Thank all of you for 
your support and en-
thusiasm for the Arts 
Center.  Our wish for 
you for the new year 
is health, happiness 
and creativity (and the time to try that artis-
tic medium you’ve always been fascinated 
by!). 

See you in 2020 - as ever, you’re always 
welcome here! 

— Kris Pearson (and Cara) 

While 2019 was winding down, 
the Arts Center was rushing head-
long into 2020 with a clear vision 
for the upcoming year and plenty 
of creative ideas, plans and new 
partnerships as we move into the 
next decade. 

The holidays are always a busy 
time at the Arts Center, full as we 
are of unique and affordable gifts 
by talented local and regional art-
ists.  It’s also a time to be particu-
larly grateful for all of those vol-
unteers - board members, commit-
tee members, docents, Arts Festi-
val, triathlon and other event help-
ers, the Sunny Point “Hammer 
Slammers,” the many artists who 
generously donate time and work 

From the Executive Director 

In 2018 the Yates Endowment gave 

the Arts Center a grant to create 

public art in Penn Yan through “the 

picnic table project.”  With the   

cooperation of the Village Parks 

Department, the Arts Center recruit-

ed young people and seasoned    

artists to turn picnic tables into 

original pieces of art.  All summer 

long    tables traveled to different ven-

ues to receive their new look (a couple 

got caught by the change in the weather 

and will wait for spring for their fin-

ished coat).  Our thanks to everyone 

who participated in the project.  Plan on   

picnicking at one of the Village’s parks 

this summer and pick your favorite   

table! 
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Interlude 

Ring in the New Year with a trip to the Arts Center 

to celebrate the work of three of our local artists 

during January’s “Interlude” exhibit, featuring the 

work of Peg Bondor, Pat Jackson and Anne Lahr. 

Peg Bondor of Geneva recently retired after teach-

ing art in Seneca Falls schools 

for 38 years.  Retirement has 

given her more time to paint and 

she’s embarked on a number of  

painting “challenges.”  She re-

cently completed a 100 day 

challenge to do something crea-

tive every day for 100 days 

around the theme of “coffee.”  She completed 

more than 40 coffee themed paintings during the 

challenge, rediscovering the joy of “total art emer-

sion.”    

“My imagery includes things I love best in life,” 

says Peg.  “That 

includes family, 

water, nature, hik-

ing, gardening 

and my dogs.” 

Peg is a multime-

dia artist, whose work also includes pottery, print-

making, fiber arts and photography. 

Pat Jackson has a pronounced sense of whimsy 

which often seems at odds with her background in 

financial  services and law, not 

to mention Russian Studies.  A      

Corning native, Pat moved to 

Penn Yan in 2008 following a 

long stint in New York City, 

where she found time to get an 

Associate’s Degree from Par-

sons School of Design in addition to law degrees 

from Fordham and New York University Law 

Schools.   

Pat says “My landscapes are representative of 

places where I have lived, visited and traveled.  

I want the viewer to be able to step into the 

landscape and become 

part of it – to experi-

ence the “feeling” of 

the place.” 

The subjects of her 

work consist largely of 

still life compositions 

and landscapes, the lat-

ter of which include many upstate New York 

scenes, but flowers, fairies and animals occa-

sionally make an appearance  

Anne Lahr comes from a large family, many of 

whom still live in the area.  A  

social worker, her home studio is 

alive with new ideas and artwork.   

Anne says “I am primarily a self-

taught artist who enjoys taking 

risks.  I believe in empowerment 

through the arts to liberate and 

save lives as well as enrich communities...a 

way to connect to ourselves and to others.” 

An active member of the 

Penn Yan Art Guild as 

well as part of the Art-

Works Gallery in Seneca 

Falls, Anne has painted on 

everything from tea bags to 

t-shirts.  

Swing by the Arts Center 

to see the work of these and other talented      

local artists throughout the month of January. 

Reception for Interlude, Saturday, January 25, 1-3 pm 
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Abstract by Design 

Sometimes art can seem mysterious. Dive into the 

depths of abstract thinking through abstract art at 

the Arts Center’s “Abstract by Design” exhibit, 

opening February 2nd. The exhibit features work 

by Clifton Springs painter Bradley Butler and  

Trumansburg photographer Frank Leahy. 

Local artist Bradley Butler loves the unknown. He 

loves being able to manifest those mysteries onto 

canvas.  

“I see a parallel between deep thought, deep wa-

ter, and deep space and this perceived parallel is a 

constant source of inspiration” says  Butler. 

“Painting allows me to explore the mysterious, 

rich blankness inherent in each of these places.”  

Butler always 

knew he want-

ed to be an art-

ist. At the age 

of 22 he was 

featured in his 

first art exhibit. 

He is currently 

Executive    

Director and 

Curator of 

Main Street 

Arts, in Clifton Springs, NY. You can find more 

of Bradley’s “mysterious” work at:  

www.bradleybutler.net  

Staten island native Frank Leahy began his “Ice 

Bench Experiment” seven years ago.  

“I make ice and photograph it on a rustic bench in 

my yard. Emotionally diverse in nature, the works 

seek the viewers interpretation and participa-

tion” says Leahy.  

Leahy spends four months of the year outside 

in the cold making and photographing ice.                      

Any day of the winter season you can catch 

him outside, photographing the changes       

occurring in his ice. Cold or warm, he          

captures the melting and freezing of his ice 

experiments. When he can’t stand the cold 

anymore, he goes inside, downloads his       

pictures and prepares for the following day.  

To view more of Frank’s “Ice Bench          

Experiment”  visit his website: 

www.frankleahyart.com 

Don’t miss the opportunity to come see  

Bradley Butler, Frank Leahy and the work of 

many other talented exhibiting artists during 

the Arts Center’s Abstract by Design exhibit.     

Take the opportunity to meet Brad, Frank and 

other local and regional artists at a free open-

ing reception on Sunday February 2nd from 3-

5pm. “Wassail” will be provided along with 

hearty hors d’oeuvres. Everyone is welcome.  

The show runs until March 7th.  

Reception for Abstract by Design  

Sunday, February 2, 3-5 pm 

Beginningness by Frank Leahy 

Darker Blacker by Bradley Butler 

https://www.frankleahyart.com
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INTERLUDE 

Drop Off Monday,  

January 6 

Featured artists: Anne Lahr, Peg 
Bondor, Pat Jackson 
Reception Saturday,  
January 25, 1-3 pm 

          Chair: Sandy Cook 
 

ABSTRACT BY DESIGN 
Drop Off Monday, January 27 

Featured artists: Bradley Butler, Frank Leahy 
Reception Sunday, February 2, 3-5 pm 

Chair: Anne Lahr & Peg Bondor 
 

YATES COUNTY SCHOOL SHOW 
Drop off Monday, March 9 

Reception Friday, March 13, 7-9 pm 
Contact: Kris Pearson 

 

MAKING THE LOOK BEAUTIFUL 
Drop off Monday March 23 

Featured artists:  
Howard Levant, Cordell Cordaro 

Reception Friday, March 27, 5-7 pm 
Chair: Kathy Morris 

 

COLOR MY WORLD 
Drop Off Monday, April 27 

Featured artists:  
Linda Ludwig, Kathleen Connor 

Reception Friday, May 1, 5-7 pm 
Chair: Marsha Devine 

Exhibit Schedule 2020 
The Arts Center’s Exhibits Committee plans exhibition schedules a year in advance, working diligently to 

highlight the best local artists as well as bringing in talented regional artists throughout the year.  Featured 

and exhibiting artists represent a variety of artistic mediums and styles.  Exhibits are hung primarily by 

volunteers.  At the exhibit openings, which are always free and open to everyone, there are usually       

opportunities to meet and talk with the artists, enjoy some local wine and learn more about the Arts    

Center.  We look forward to seeing you at these fun and festive events! 

A NEW YORK SUMMER 
Drop Off Monday, June 1 

Featured artists:  
Dennis Revitzky,  
Catherine O’Neill 

Reception Friday,  
June 5,   5-7 pm 

 Chair: Lana Grauer 
 

ART IN THE FINGER LAKES 
Drop Off Monday, July 13 

Featured artists:  
Fran Bliek, Kari Ganoung Ruiz 

Reception Friday, July 17, 5-7 pm 
Chair: Daryl Davis, Sandy Cook 

 

JURIED SHOW 
Submissions May 11 - July 12 
Drop Off Monday, August 24 

Reception Friday, August 28, 5-7 pm 
Chairs: Lana Grauer & Fran Bliek 

 

PENN YAN ART GUILD 
Drop Off Monday, September 28 

Reception Friday,  
October 2, 5-7 pm 

Chair: Ginny Deneka 
 

CELEBRATION 
Drop Off Monday, November 9 

Reception Sunday,  
November 15, 3-5 pm 
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Volunteer of the Year - Karen Payne 

 The Norma Pealer Volunteer of the Year award 

recognizes the exceptional dedication of a 

volunteer who has provided outstanding support 

for the Arts Center. The Board of Directors is 

pleased to recognize Karen Payne as the 2019 

Volunteer of the Year. 

A Dresden native, Karen taught grade school in 

Penn Yan, while raising three children with her 

husband Dave. Always an active community 

member, after retirement she contributed to a 

number of clubs and organizations. In 2013 Karen 

joined the Arts Center’s Board of Directors and 

soon took up the daunting task of organizing the 

volunteers who keep the Arts Center open by 

serving daily at the docent’s desk, providing food 

for exhibit openings and supporting a variety of 

events and fundraising activities.    

Her kind and gentle manner attracted still more 

volunteers and Karen implemented new training 

materials and procedures for 

those new volunteers as well 

as organizing volunteer 

appreciation events.   

After six years on the Board, 

Karen looks forward to 

having more time to attend 

activities and events with her 

grand-children but she 

remains one of the Arts 

Center’s most willing and active volunteers. 

Karen is always ready to lend a hand and always 

has a cheerful smile and enthusiastic greeting for 

visitors, especially those grown “children” who 

were in her classes at school, and the many local 

patrons whose children she taught. The Arts 

Center Board is grateful for all that Karen has 

done and continues to do to support our 

organization! 

Artist of the Year—Fran Bliek 

The Artist of the Year 

award was established to 

celebrate that combination 

of artistic talent and active 

participation that keeps the 

Arts Center moving 

forward.  The Board of 

Directors is pleased to 

recognize Fran Bliek as the 

Arts Center’s 2019 Artist of the Year.   

Fran had her first drawing and painting lesson as 

a young girl, when her mother enrolled her in 

classes at the Munson-Williams-Proctor Art 

Institute in Utica. She took several art classes in 

college while majoring in elementary education. 

Fran’s interest in art persisted so, while raising a 

family and later working full or part time, she 

attended workshops at the Memorial Art Gallery 

in Rochester. Retirement allowed her more time 

than ever to devote to her passion, painting. 

Fran and her husband Dave purchased their first 

cottage on Seneca Lake in 1980 and retired there in 

1999 and Fran credits living in the picturesque 

Finger Lakes Wine Country with providing much 

of her artistic inspiration.  

Fran began as a docent at the Arts Center in 1999.  

By 2007 she was serving as the organization’s part-

time director, a position she held until a full-time 

director was hired in 2010.  Also an active member 

of the Penn Yan Art Guild, Fran is one of the Arts 

Center’s most popular 

exhibiting artists and 

helps organize many of 

the yearly exhibits.  Her 

long and outstanding 

service to the Arts Center 

is greatly appreciated! 
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Art Around the Area 

Open Studio Hours (at the Arts Center): 

Monday, Feb. 24, 10 am-noon 

Monday, March 16, 10 am-noon 

Come by and paint with friends! 

Interlude  

Closing reception  

Saturday, January 25, 1-3 pm 

Abstract by Design 

Opening reception  

Sunday, February 2, 3-5 pm 
 

Meet the featured artists.                     

Enjoy live music and refreshments. 

Free.  Everyone is welcome! 

The Penn Yan Academy players present: 

BRIGHT STAR 

A musical by Steve Martin & Edie Brickell 

Thursday—Saturday,                    

March 12-14  7 pm 

Sunday, March 15, 2 pm 

Tickets available at Penn Yan Academy 

Penn Yan Middle School presents: 

INTO THE WOODS JR. 

Friday & Saturday,                    

February 7 & 8, 7 pm 

Sunday, February 9, 2 pm 

Tickets available at Penn Yan Middle School 

Dundee Middle/High School spring musical: 

CINDERELLA 

Thursday—Saturday,                    

March 5-7, 7 pm 

Tickets available at Dundee Central Schools 

Penn Yan Theater Company presents: 

Another Night on the Radio 

recreating classic radio shows from the 

golden days of live radio 

Saturday, March 14, 7 pm 

Penn Yan Elks Lodge 

For audition information and tickets 

go to www.pytco.org 

Breakfast at the Moose 

Sunday, April 5 

8 am—10 am 

To benefit  

the Sampson Theater restoration project 
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2019 In Review 
Workshops   

• The Arts Center held 94 

workshops with 504 par-

ticipants, earning $20,620 

in fees. 

• Workshop topics this year 

included wood carving, 

stained glass, painting, col-

lage, pottery and paper-making. 

• Internationally known “paper painter” Eliza-

beth St. Hilaire returned to teach, as did 

Southern Tier favorite GC Meyers. 

Activities 

• The Arts Center’s newly redesigned website 

launched at the beginning of the year with a 

“participate” theme and the ability to sign 

up for classes or become a member through 

the site.  (Check it out at 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org) 

• Great weather greeted large crowds for 

June’s Keuka Arts Festival, which included 

more than 80 artists 

and vendors and     

entertainment from 

old  favorites like 

Hannah PK and the 

Reef Aires as well as 

newcomers like Spe-

cial Gifts and the Daniel King Band. 

• Rain dogged many of the other (still suc-

cessful) fundraisers for the year including 

Sunny Point’s opening chicken barbecue, 

the barbecue at Oak Hill Bulk Foods, snacks 

at the Wednesday Concert in the Park, this 

year’s Ice Cream  

Social at Sunny Point 

and the Attic Art sale 

(held at Camp 

Cory!).  Fortunately 

weather was not an  

issue for the Sensa-

tional Smalls fundraiser at the Flick Gal-

lery, the Keuka Triathlon or the Annual 

Dinner!  

Arts Center 

• Several exhibit openings held on Penn 

Yan’s new “First Fridays” brought in       

record numbers of visitors as did 2019’s 

downtown Starshine event, which included 

crafts and carols.   

• The Arts Center was pleased to welcome 

six new exhibiting artists 

and to feature, for the first 

time, work by Sadie Allen, 

Amy Hutto, Raphaella 

McCormack and Laura 

Wilder. 

• Determined volunteers 

and a generous grant were 

responsible for improvements to the Rosen-

feld Studio, where our growing store of 

supplies is now organized and easily acces-

sible. 

Sunny Point 

• More than 225 people of all ages took part 

in one of a dozen pottery classes or spent 

open studio time at Annie’s Boathouse Pot-

tery this summer. 

• Paper sculptor Kathy Levine of Brooklyn 

and painter Lisa Bebi of San Diego were 

this year’s artists in residence. 

• The cottage got a new 

coat of paint and  Di 

Johnson and his 

“Hammer Slammers” 

did a great deal of re-

pair and upgrade work 

on the property 

throughout the sum-

mer.  Our gratitude is 

boundless! 
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Keuka Arts Festival 

The 2020 Keuka Arts Festival will once again 

be held over the second weekend of June along 

a portion of the Village of Penn Yan’s historic 

Outlet Trail. 

The event, now in its second decade, features 

work by approximately 80 local and regional 

artisans, a variety of free musical performances, 

a “farmer’s market” 

including handcrafted 

mixes, bath and beauty 

items and foodstuffs, 

and an assortment of 

fun food and drink. 

The two-day event is a 

great place to find 

unique gifts, decora-

tions and souvenirs 

created by professional 

artists. Artistic medi-

ums represented in-

clude painting, photog-

raphy, pottery, wood-

working, jewelry, fiber 

arts, glass and more.   

Visitors are also treat-

ed to a series of free 

musical concerts with 

groups and individuals 

representing a range of 

musical styles and in-

terests.  Past festivals 

have included blues 

artists, gospel and big band groups and cover 

bands playing everything from the Beatles to 

classic country. 

At farmer’s market booths it’s possible to find 

everything from the region’s best pasta sauce to 

gourmet dog treats to bath and skin products 

and made-to-order food from popular food 

trucks and tents provide festival visitors with en-

ergy to continue their day of fun in the sun along 

with quiet waters of the Keuka Lake Outlet. 

Up to 10,000 people visit the Keuka Arts Festival 

each year.  It’s a massive undertaking organized 

by one of the Arts Center of Yates County’s dedi-

cated volunteer committees.  But the event itself 

can’t run without even 

more community volun-

teers.  In short - the Keu-

ka Arts Festival needs 

you!  

This year’s Keuka Arts 

Festival will be held on 

Saturday, June 13 from 10 

am to 5 pm and on Sun-

day, June 14 from 10 am 

to 4 pm.  Volunteers are 

needed on Friday, June 12 

to help set up the site and 

assist vendors with set-up, 

throughout the day on Sat-

urday and Sunday to help 

with vendor and musician 

set-up and tear down, to 

direct parking, to greet 

and direct visitors, to as-

sist with “vendor relief” 

and (on Sunday late after-

noon) to help with clean-

up.  Volunteer shifts are 

generally three to four 

hours long and, with the exception of  set-up and 

clean-up duties, are not usually physically chal-

lenging.   

If you’re interested in volunteering for the Keuka 

Arts Festival, please contact George at the Arts 

Center - 315-536-8226 or via email at        

artscenteryates@gmail.com. 

Volunteers Needed for the Keuka Arts Festival, June 12, 13 & 14! 

Contact the Arts Center for more details.   



Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Mon.-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 10-3  

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 

State Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Morgan’s Grocery 

Opera House Antiques - Willie Bilancio 

Penn Yan Plumbing &  Heating 

Rooster Hill Vineyards 

Seneca Farms 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steamboat Castle 

Stork Insurance  

The Esperanza View 

The Switz 

Thomas Scott Woodwork 

Tigercandy Arts, Inc. 

Water Street Wines & Spirits 

Wagener Estate B & B 

Amber Waves B & B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Basin Park Marina 

Century 21, Mark Malcolm 

Church Creative Flooring 

Community Bank 

D J Builders & Remodelers 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Edward Jones 

Howard Hanna Realty 

Hunt Country Vineyards  

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber 

Longs’ Cards & Books 

Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive 


