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 ART AS THERAPY
During these unprecedented times, 
personal art can be an effective tool for 
coping. Oxytocin, a hormone secreted by 
the brain’s hypothalamus, can act as a buffer 
against stress, anxiety, and depression. The 
simple act of viewing art has been shown 
to increase oxytocin in the brain, so get 
out those coffee table books and do some 
viewing. If you have online access, many 
major museums are offering virtual tours 
of their online collections where you can 
discover some marvelous works. 

The benefits increase when we actively 
participate in art creation. Focus on the 
process. Use a drawing compass to create 
a simple circle and make a personal 
mandala. Add patterns, working inward 
or outward. Divide the circle into portions 
and add patterns in each section (this is 
the basis of Zentangle work). If you make a 
“mistake,” incorporate it into your pattern. 
Use pastels, colored pencils, or paint to 
add colors that align with how you’re 
feeling. Use a daily mandala drawing to 
track changes in your mood.

An experiment you can try with children 
or adolescents is a hand tracing. Have 
the participant lay their opened hand on 
a paper and trace around it, repeating 
with the other hand in the same manner. 
On each of the fingers of the dominant 
hand, ask the participant to identify five 
things they want to “hold on to,” such as 
family, love, and play. On the fingers of the 
non-dominant hand, ask the participant 
to identify five things they want to “let 
go of,” such as junk food, jealousy. It’s 
important to be nonjudgmental as you 
discuss the participant’s choices (lose the 
word “should”). Don’t try to “therapize” 
the experience — leave art therapy to a 
trained and licensed art therapist.  After 
the participant has discussed their choices, 

encourage them to decorate the page in 
any way they desire (drawing, painting, 
stickers, glued objects). Consider hanging 
the paper where your participant can view 
it as a reminder of their choices. 

You might find meeting the challenge 
“head on” — creating an artistic 
interpretation of the COVID-19 virus — to 
be cathartic. Draw, paint, collage or sculpt 
your version of the virus. It can be accurate, 
abstract, or even humorous. Take it a 
step further by creating a container for it 
(containing our fear is often cathartic), or 
tear the finished drawing or painting into as 
many pieces as you can and, with intention, 
sweep it into a wastebasket. Consider 
sharing your creation with others through 
social media (see info on #Coronart at the 
end of this article). 

Additional resources are available at The 
American Art Therapy Association website 
(arttherapy.org/covid-19-resources/), 
including A Quarantine Family Toolkit, 
Resources for addressing Covid-19, 
Affirmations for Coping during Coronavirus 
Times, and a link to a Facebook group 
where you can share artistic interpretations 
of the Coronavirus (#Coronart).

As always, be sure to engage with your 
art using basic safety practices and 
maintaining social distance. If you or 
someone with you experiences difficulty, 
seek support and help through an 
appropriate resource. Text SHARE to 
741741 to reach a crisis counselor with 
Crisis Textline, or call The Lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255 to connect to free and 
confidential support and crisis resources. In 
the event of an emergency contact 911.

—Diane Stratton-Smith, MS, ATR-BC, LCAT, 
Art Therapist at Noyes Mental Health

Art Heals in Many Ways
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Arts Center
Board Members 

Class of 2020
Anita Maroscher 

Dick Murphy 
Sandra Murrin 

Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

Class of 2021
Lynn Blumenau 
Marsha Devine 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 
Howard LeVant 
Dixon Zorovich 

Class of 2022
Faith Benedict 

John Christensen 
Daryl Davis 
Kristi Hoag 

Karen Morris 
Mike Smith 

Bethany Snyder 

Officers
Dixon Zorovich, Pres. 

Kathy Ring, VP 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Daryl Davis, Sec. 

Executive Director
Kris Pearson

Mission

The Arts Center’s 
mission is to enrich 
the quality of life of 

Finger Lakes residents, 
artists, and visitors 

by providing
opportunities for 

active participation 
in the arts To this

end, we plan,
promote, and develop

art programs and
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and 
publicize events; 

develop and maintain 
physical facilities.

Volunteer
Opportunities 

Interested in 
volunteering at the 

Arts Center? Contact 
volunteer coordinator

Lynn Blumenau at
Lynnblumenau@gmail.
com. Volunteers serve 
as docents in the Flick 

Gallery, help hang 
artwork for shows, 
prepare food for 

exhibit openings, help 
in various capacities 

with fundraising events 
throughout the year 

and serve on a variety 
of committees. We 

welcome your help with 
any of the Arts Center’s 

activities!

It appears that the current “new reality” will 
continue a while longer as those in the forefront 
of this pandemic acknowledge 
that “the timeline will be 
decided by the virus.” With 
that in mind, the Arts Center, 
along with other “non-
essential” businesses in Yates 
County, will remain closed to 
the public until further notice.  
We’re grateful to the county 
and village governments for 
their clear-headed approach 
to this challenge, and to the 
first responders and medical 
personnel who are doing their 
best to prepare for the worst if 
it comes.

There have been a small 
number of coronavirus 
transmission in Yates County 
to date – and that is probably 
largely due to area residents who are taking 
the recommended precautions not necessarily 
to safeguard themselves, but to protect the 
community as a whole. Folks coming home 
from winter sojourns are “self-isolating” for the 
suggested two weeks before venturing out — 
and, frankly, the weather has been “cooperative.” 
For the most part, early spring has been too 
damp and/or cold to want to be out and about. 
When it’s not — well, expect that much of Yates 
County will boast outstanding lawns and gardens 
this summer!

Not surprisingly, the biggest challenge of the 
“NY Pause” is boredom. There is, after all, a limit 
to how many Hallmark movies even I can watch 
… as well as a limit to the number of times I can 
reread a book (some of the newer reads just 
haven’t caught my interest the way I thought 
they would; “America’s Librarian,” Nancy Pearl 
of Seattle, suggests that if you’re not engaged 

in a book after reading 50 pages, give it up and 
go on to the next book on your list). Watching 

or reading the news is not 
particularly productive or 
calming.  So, here’s where art 
reveals one of the reasons why 
it’s essential.

Painters are painting, writers 
are writing, musicians are 
composing — there’s a flurry 
of creative thinking and activity 
happening everywhere! There 
are free virtual concerts and 
museum tours and poetry 
slams. There’s singing and 
dancing on balconies and 
porches, drawing on sidewalks, 
even performances of plays 
by actors in multiple locations. 
Jigsaw puzzles are getting 
dragged out of closets and 
out from under beds. Board 

games are seeing a resurgence. We have ways to 
keep in touch without actually touching! As Neil 
Diamond sang in his revised chorus to “Sweet 
Caroline”: “Hands, washing hands.  Reaching 
out. Don’t touch me, I won’t touch you.” 
 
Scientists and medical personnel are fighting 
the pandemic with science, first responders and 
“essential service” providers are fighting it with 
service. For the rest of us, the best we can do is 
to keep our chins up, find creative ways to fight 
the fear (visit the Arts Center’s Facebook page for 
ideas), don’t panic, and “know where your towel 
is.” (It’s a thing — read the book.)

Keep checking in. We want to hear where you are 
and how you are. You matter!

—Kris Pearson

From the Executive Director
Checking In

Try It Tuesday and Try It Thursday
Since many of us are home and looking for ways 
to keep occupied and creative, the Arts Center 
has asked for ideas that could be shared with 
fellow artists and not-yet-artists among our 
members and friends. Each week we post Try 
It Tuesday  and Thursday on our website blog, 
Facebook, Twitter, and in an eBlast. To catch up 
on these clever ideas, visit our blog at artscen-
teryatescounty.org/blog. From Bonnie Barnie’s 
wine cork tray to Dick Kane’s painted tables, 
there is something for everyone. If you have 
a creative project, be sure to send it to Kris at 
artscenteryates@gmail.org. Watch our Facebook 
page for new posts!

—Marsha Devine

Wine cork tray by 
Bonnie Barnie

Painted table by 
Dick Kane
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The Arts Center of Yates County proudly announces 
a Call for Artists for their 2020 Juried Show. Artists 
may submit original two-dimensional work including 
paintings in all media, drawings, collage, and 
printmaking.

Entries must be made through the on-line art entry 
service showsubmit.com, where you will also find the 
2020 Juried Show Prospectus. Go to the ShowSubmit 
website and select Arts Center of Yates County Juried 
Exhibition. The prospectus is also available on the 
ACYC website at artscenterofyatescounty.org.

Entry fees are $35 for ACYC members and $40 for non-
members for up to three entries. Payment will be made 
by credit card through Show Submit. If in doubt of your 
membership status, please contact ACYC.

Entries will be accepted on Show Submit from May 11 
until midnight EDT on July 12. The 2020 Juried Show 
will be exhibited at the Flick Gallery of the Arts Center of 
Yates County from August 24 through September 26. 

The opening reception and awards presentations will 
be held on Friday, August 28 from 5-7 pm. Over $1000 
in cash prizes will be awarded.

ACYC is proud to have Ron Netsky as our juror of 
selection and juror of awards. Mr Netsky is a Professor 
of Art at Nazareth College in Rochester, NY, where he 
has taught printmaking since 1975. He received his 
BFA from the Philadelphia 
College of Art and his 
MFA from Washington 
University in St Louis, 
MO. He also teaches 
printmaking at the 
Woodstock School of Art. 
His prints are included 
in the collections of the 
National Gallery of Art 
in Washington DC, the 
Samuel Dorsky Museum 
of Art at SUNY New Paltz, 
NY, and other collections. 
His woodland and forest 
scenes were recently featured at Main Street Arts in 
Clifton Springs.

Contact Juried Show Co-Chairs Lana Grauer at 
lanagrauer@gmail.com and Fran Bliek at franbliek2@
gmail.com for further information or if you have any 
questions.

CALL TO ARTISTS
Arts Center of Yates County 2020 Juried Show

Juried Show entries are due by July 12, 2020.

ART HEALS IN MANY WAYS
As our guest feature author Diane Stratton-
Smith explains, art is a great avenue for 
therapy. Art can also be a way of expressing 
ourselves during stressful times. Two vastly 
different approaches are from local artists 
Daryl Davis and Char Digennaro. Daryl 
created a visual representation of her 
appreciation of those in health care who 
are our front line during this pandemic. 
Her painting Thanks is displayed in our 
front window. Char sent us a challenge to 
create art out of an ordinary object that is 
on everyone’s mind these days! Her toilet 
paper roll people are clever and lighten 
the mood during a serious time in our lives. 
Look for more “Art Heals” submissions on 
our Facebook page.Thanks by Daryl Davis Toilet paper person and dog by Char Digennaro
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Summer in the Finger Lakes is a magical time of 
sparkling water, gentle breezes, grapes ripening in the 
vineyards and lazy cows enjoying the warm sun in open 
meadows. It is also an optimum time to celebrate these 
images in art. July 13 brings to the Arts Center the Arts 
in the Finger Lakes exhibit, which not only speaks to 
the beauty of the area, but is dedicated to two local 
artists, one of whom is the 2019 Artist of the Year.

Come to the Center, browse and delight in the work of 
Fran Bliek, Artist of the Year, and Kari Ruiz Ganoung.  
Both women live and paint locally, and their work is not 
to be missed.

Fran makes her home 
on Seneca Lake and 
grew up in central 
New York. From an 
early age to today 
she continues her 
education in the 
arts, studying at the 
Munson-Williams-
Proctor Institute in 
Utica, SUNY Potsdam, 
and the University of 
Rochester Memorial 
Art Gallery. She expresses 
this dedication through multiple media, principally 
watercolor and oil. Her work has graced galleries from 

Old Forge, 
NY, to 
Naples, FL, 
and she has 
participated 
in events 
such as The 
Clothesline 
Show in 
Rochester 
and The 
Artcrafters’ 
Show in 
Naples 
Cambier 
Park. Fran 
inspires 

other painters through her teaching, both at the Solivita 
Art Gallery in Kissimmee, FL, and at our own Art Center 
in Penn Yan. While Fran is tireless in “pushing the 

envelope” of her creative expression, you will find that 
the thread of her love of nature and local beauty is 
evident throughout her work.

In enjoying Kari’s work, you might draw a similar 
conclusion — that 
love of the rural 
landscape is her 
inspiration.  And 
you would be right. 
Growing up at the 
edge of the Finger 
Lakes National Forest 
in Central New York 
was the impetus for 
her passion. After 
graduating from 
Ashland University in 
Ohio with a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Fine Arts, she worked as a decorative 
painter, faux finisher, and muralist. She and her 
husband, Diego Ruiz, opened a framing studio in 2007, 
and at that time Kari began making studio paintings. 
Response to her original work was so encouraging that 

more space in 
the boutique 
was given to 
display her 
paintings. As 
Kari’s painting 
evolved to 
incorporate 
plein air, her 
husband’s 
work as a 
photographer 
did as well. 
This has 
prompted 
them to move 
their original 
business online 

(find them at 
copperesque.com) and focus on the next step. Happily, 
the “next step” included a return to the Finger Lakes 
area where open fields, forests, lakes, streams, and 
farms can continue to inspire their work. 

ART IN THE FINGER LAKES EXHIBIT

Fran Bliek

Black & White with Tourquoise 2

Kari Ruiz Ganoung

Fogged In
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ANNIE’S BOATHOUSE POTTERY STUDIO
The Arts Center of Yates County introduces Rachel Yan 
Gu as Pottery Manager for the 2020 summer season at 
Sunny Point.

Rachel is not only an exceedingly qualified ceramic 
teacher but soon to graduate from Rochester Institute 
of Technology’s Master of Fine Arts program after 
receiving her BFA from the China Academy of Art.

Our community clay studio is a place for everyone to 
participate in the art of clay. Become a member, sign 
up for a class, appreciate the use of our open studio, 
meet other ceramicists, and enjoy the absorbing outlet 
for creative expression and gratifying experiences.

At Sunny Point we have a fully equipped clay studio 
dedicated to the art of pottery, using stoneware cone 
5-6 clay and pre-mixed glazes in all our pottery classes 
and open studio. 

Open Studio 

• Adults and children with pre-registration; 
registration is required and must be made through 

the Arts Center office: 315-536-8226
• Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied 

by an adult
• All levels with experience in clay work (at least one 

class of experience)
• Must purchase studio clay by the pound
• Our variety of in-house glazes are lead free and 

food safe.
• Hours: 1-3pm, Tuesday – Saturday
• Day hours by appointment

Adult Classes 

• The Pottery Studio offers classes and workshops for 
adult students of all levels

• Registration is required and must be made through 
the Arts Center office: 315-536-8226

• Member and nonmember class enrollment costs
• Small fee for clay, glaze, and firing ($5-$10)

Children’s Classes

• Teaches many beginner techniques 
• Classes teach students how to work in a variety of 

methods
• Price includes everything from supplies to clay and 

glazes
• Come and be messy
• Registration is required and must be made through 

the Arts Center office: 315-536-8226
   

Please note: In this age of uncertainty, the Arts 
Center takes the health of our artists and our 
community seriously. Any class or open studio at 
Annie’s Boathouse Pottery may be cancelled or 
postponed if there is still a question about the 
COVID-19 quarantine or concerns about the spread 
of disease within our community at the time of the 
scheduled class.   

Rachel Yan Gu

Sunny Point
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CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS

IN THE GAME
Fri., July 3 & 10, 10am–noon, with Rachel Gu
Here’s an opportunity to have your favorite video game character 
jump right off the screen and into your hands!  You can build a three-
dimensional ceramic sculpture of your favorite video game character 
out of clay – or use your imagination and create a unique character 
all your own. $40/student

IT’S ELEMENTARY MY FRIEND (ages 7-10)
Tuesdays, July 7-Aug. 11, 10–11:30am, with Chris Turner
Six weeks of fun drawing and painting experiences to teaches and 
reinforce the elements and principles of design. We’ll create a variety 
of projects like as blind contour drawing and where complementary 
colors have been applied. $90/student

AMAZING PUPPETRY (ages 8-12)
Weds & Fridays, July 8 - Aug. 14, 10am–noon, with Tiger Kandel
This a fun, unique, multi-tiered, creative summer workshop involving 
the visual arts, performing arts and creative writing. Over the course 
of six weeks, students will collaboratively author an original puppet 
play, learn the art of paper mache and puppetry, design the puppet 
characters for their play, and finally, perform their original puppet 
show for an audience of friends and family. Twelve classes in all. 
Tiger Kandel is a longtime puppet artist, art educator, and craft book 
author as well as co-founder of Tigercandy Arts, Inc. Space is limited. 
$150/student

TUNE TIME
Sat., Aug. 22 & 29, 10 am–noon, with Rachel Gu
Early instruments were made from a variety of materials, including 
clay. See how whistles, flutes and more can be made from clay – and 
can have a variety of unique and fun forms. We’ll be making working 
instruments using clay pinch techniques. $40/student

GRILLED CHEESE & MORE (for junior chefs in 5th & 6th grade)
Sat., Sept. 12, 1-3pm, with Anne Meyer-Wilber
You can make a blue-ribbon grilled cheese sandwich and 
quesadillas! Using local produce you can add the veggies you like 
or try a new combo. Make fresh salsa to pair with your sandwich and 
quesadilla. Find out about “the Disney secret.” Learn some tricks 
for creating a delicious snack your family and friends will love. You’ll 
surprise yourself! $30/student

WATERCOLOR 
PAINTING FOR KIDS  
(ages 7-10)
Mondays, Sept. 14 to 
Aug. 5, 4–5:30 pm, 
with Fran Bliek
Have fun practicing 
five different kinds of 
watercolor painting 
techniques. Learn about 
famous artists Monet & 

VanGogh, then create your own masterpieces using watercolor and 
acrylic paint.  $60/student

THE ART OF PIZZA & SMOOTHIES (for junior chefs in 5th & 6th grade) 
Sat., Sept. 19, 1-3 pm, with Anne Meyer-Wilber
Surprise your family and friends by creating your own award-winning 
pizza “in-house” instead of “take out.”  Using local produce, we’ll 
make our own sauce and dough then top with your favorites or try 
something new. (You’ll even get some garlic to take home to plant 
so you’ll have your own supply!)   We’ll pair our pizzas with delicious 
fruit and veggie smoothies made in a blender. $30/student

ARTS WITH KIDS  (ages 7-10)
Sat., Sept. 26 & Oct. 3, 1-4 pm with Andrea Williams Cornett
$60/student

MASKS & 
COSTUMES 
(ages 7-10)
Wednesdays, 
Oct. 7-28, 4-6 
pm, with Tiger 
Kandel
Students will 
create one-of-a-
kind Halloween 
masks and 
costumes using 
fabric, paper mache and more.  $80/student 

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT FOR TEENS
Saturdays, Oct. 10 to Nov. 21, 10:30 am-noon, with Marsha Devine
Students will focus on rounding out their portfolios, with additional 
projects, artist statements, and sketchbook assignments. Portfolio 
prep and presentation will be covered. Students will receive coaching 
for meeting specific college requirements. • Portfolio Review • 
Sketchbook Development • Artists Statements • Portfolio Prep / 
Presentation.  No class Oct.31. $45 per student for 6 sessions

ARTS WITH KIDS (ages 7-10)
Sat., Oct. 24 & Nov. 7, 1-4 pm, with Andrea Williams Cornett
$60/student

EXPERIENCING CLAY (for 2nd-6th graders)         
Mondays, Oct. 19 & 26 Nov. 2 & 9, 4-5:30pm, with Faith Benedict
Use your imagination to think of something to build with simple 
forms then use your hands and some simple tools to create your 
imagined object out of clay. Shapes grow out of pinch pot, coil and 
slabs. This is a great workshop to create the best holiday gift ever for 
family members or to just have fun making something you imagine 
become something real! Limit 6. $60/student plus $20 materials 
fee to instructor

Recognizing the mental and physical health benefits of creating art, the Arts Center’s Workshop Committee continues to 
work with our talented instructors to organize classes that will meet once current pandemic restrictions are lifted.  It is the 
Arts Center’s intention that these creative workshops be held in the safest possible conditions, adhering to distancing and 
sanitary protocols to the greatest extent feasible.  We’re looking forward to seeing you again!
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ADULT WORKSHOPS

USING STILL LIFE TO GROW AND LEARN
Wed., July 1, 8 & 15, 10 am–noon, with Mary Arthur
Learning to draw convincing and engaging images from still 
life, to figures, portraits or landscapes literally starts with 
a single gesture. Build your drawing skills by learning the 
techniques to translate three-dimensional (what you see) 
images into a two-dimensional (what you can put on paper or 
canvas) format. Learn the progressions from observation and 
perception to comprehension of form and perspective with 
master artist Mary Arthur. $60 members, $72 not-yet-members
 
SOUL COLLAGE
Fri., July 10, 10 am–4 pm, with Diane Stratton Smith
Use images from books, magazines or personal art to create 
collage cards that reflect your life outlook, experiences and 
goals. This is a class that uses art to explore your inner self and 
nourish your soul. See where it can take you! $50 members, 
$60 not-yet-members

WHAT’S YOUR 
BACKGROUND?
July 14, 15 & 
16 (glazing July 
21, 22 or 23), 10 
am–noon, with 
Rachel Gu
Ceramics can be 
conceptual as 
well as practical. 
This is an idea-
based workshop 
that will explore 
creation of a multi-element ceramic piece that fits onto a 
unique background. Learn some basic concepts of installation 
art in the process. $70 members, $84 not-yet-members, $10 
clay, glaze and fire fee

CLAY TILE SURFACE DECORATION 
Sat., July 18, 9:30-12:30, Sunny Point, with Kim Cutler
This workshop will explore 
different ways to decorate 
the surface of a pot. Working 
with square tiles, Participants 
will be introduced to 
stamping, carving, shellac 
resist, scrafitto, mishima, 
and combing. The intention 
is to have one or more of 
these techniques enter the 
student’s vocabulary when 
throwing or hand building 
pots. $35 members, $40 
not-yet-members

GLASS MOSAICS
Sat. & Sun., July 18 & 19, 1-4 pm, with Crissy McGinness
Using bits and pieces of stained glass and other “found” 
objects, create a unique, multidimensional mosaic “painting.”  
$60 members, $72 not-yet-members

EARTH, WATER AND SKY – ABSTRACTING THE ELEMENTS 
ONE DAY AT A TIME
Tues. - Thurs., July 21-23, 10:30 am–4 pm, with Karen Rosasco
Unlock the mysteries of abstract art with Karen Rosasco.  
Working primarily with acrylics students will complete three 
abstract paintings. $150 members, $180 not-yet-members

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON TEA BAGS
Tues., July 28, 10am-noon, with Fran Bliek
What is it about a tea bag that compels an artist to want to use 
it as a media? Come create a 
5x7 watercolor painting using 
a tea bag on watercolor paper 
as your painting surface.  
Paintings can be abstract or 
representational. Tea bags 
provide an interesting surface 
and texture. Just have fun 
with it! It can be used as 
a framed piece of art or a 
special greeting card.  Please 
bring photo references. $20 
members, $24 not-yet-
members

THE MAGIC OF PAPER CLAY
July 28, 29 & 30 (no glazing!), 10 am-noon, with Rachel Gu
Mixing paper pulp with clay creates a strong but lightweight 
and versatile building material.  This workshop will cover 
preparing paper slip and using it to create sculptural pieces 
that also include other organic materials. Students are 
encouraged to find combustible materials from either home 
or outdoor to build into their sculptures. Students can also 
explore the potentials for surface decoration, ranging from 
subtle to soft. $60 members, $72 not-yet-members, $10 clay, 
glaze and fire fee

SELF-CRITIQUING FOR A BETTER PICTURE
Thurs., July 30, 10 am-4 pm, with Howard LeVant 
Whether you’re a painter or a photographer, knowing how to 
focus on key elements of your composition, deciding what 
to include and what to highlight is the mark of a true work 
of art.  Learn to identify the elements that really make your 
composition “pop.” Bring a camera, phone and/or sketch pad 
for field studies.  $60 members, $72 not-yet-members 

Recognizing the mental and physical health benefits of creating art, the Arts Center’s Workshop Committee continues to 
work with our talented instructors to organize classes that will meet once current pandemic restrictions are lifted.  It is the 
Arts Center’s intention that these creative workshops be held in the safest possible conditions, adhering to distancing and 
sanitary protocols to the greatest extent feasible.  We’re looking forward to seeing you again!



PAGE 8 VOLUME 47 ISSUE 3

ADULT WORKSHOPS
RAKU FISHIN’ & MORE
Sat., Aug. 1 & Aug. 8, 10-4 pm, with Alan Bennett
Alan and Rosemary Bennett are nationally renowned artists 
whose lifelike and whimsical ceramic fish are instantly 
recognizable. Alan is also known for his creative glazing 
techniques. Students will build with raku clay in the first 
session and then use a controlled fire, quick cool glaze and fire 
technique to finish their piece at the Bennett’s studio in Bath 
the following week! $120 members, $144 not-yet-members, 
$10 clay, glaze and fire fee, limited to 8 participants

PLEIN AIR
Mon. – Wed., Aug. 3-5, 9am–3pm, with Kevin Feary

Enjoy three days of plein air painting with artist Kevin Feary.  
You will experience the joy of painting outside with guidance in 
trying to capture the light effects of the day through value and 
color. Demonstrations will be in the morning in oil. After lunch, 
the students will have personal time to paint. A materials list, 
itinerary with daily locations will be sent to registered students. 
Three-day workshop. $180 members, $216 not-yet-members

A JEWEL OF A PROJECT
Aug. 4, 5 & 6 (glazing Aug 11, 12 or 13), 10 am–noon, 
with Rachel Gu
Learn to make ceramic jewelry in a clay box! We’ll design the 
box to hold ceramic beads you make yourself during firing.  

 Once the beads are glazed and fired, create earrings, bracelets 
and necklaces with your original beads. (Students should 
bring their own jewelry findings). $70 members, $84 not-yet-
members, $10 clay, glaze and fire fee

SOLAR ETCHING
Tues. & Wed., Aug. 11 & 12, 10am-4pm, with Roger Hyndman
Transform your 
original photos, 
drawings or paintings 
into unique solar 
etching.  Working 
with values, water 
and the power of the 
sun, create stunning 
black and white or 
sepia prints. $130 
members, $150 
not-yet-members, 
materials fee 

SOLAR ETCHING
Fri. & Sat., Aug. 14 & 15, 10am–4pm, with Roger Hyndman
Transform your original photos, drawings or paintings into 
unique solar etching. Working with values, water and the power 
of the sun, create stunning black and white or sepia prints. 
$130 members, $150 not-yet-members, materials fee 

SMOKE FIRING
Aug.18, 19, 20 & 25, 26 & 27, 10 am–noon, with Rachel Gu
Smoke firing is an ancient technique that creates smoke from 
burning matters which patterns the ceramics being fired. The 
abstract nature of the results can be directed somewhat by the 
materials used to create colors and decorations on the surface 
of clay. We’ll investigate and explore smoke firing technique, 
starting with designing containers (saggers) to focus the smoke 
on the works we are going to make. This is a class for someone 
with some experience in basic building techniques. $120 
members, $144 not-yet-members, $10 clay, glaze and fire fee

GARDEN VISITORS PAINTED ON STONES OR DRIFTWOOD
Tues., Sept. 15, 1-4 pm, with Sylvia Apple
Using photos and 
sketches of your 
favorite garden 
creature, create 
a painted image 
on a smooth palm 
sized stone or 
small driftwood 
piece. Choose 
from butterflies, 
beetles or tiny birds 
to enhance your 
garden patio or 
porch! $30 members, $36 not-yet-members, limit 5

LAKE LANDSCAPES ON STONES OR DRIFTWOOD 
Wed., Sept. 16, 1-4 pm, with Sylvia Apple
Painting your scene, using acrylic paint, on a stone or driftwood 
piece you’ve found can enhance a natural surface. For those of 
you have collected driftwood and stones, as well as photos of 
the Finger Lakes, can create a truly memorable personal image. 
We will keep things simple so those with only a minimum of 
art experience can participate. $30 members, $36 not-yet-
members, limit 5

PLEIN AIR WITH VLAD YELISEYEV 
Fri., Sat. & Sun., Sept. 18, 19 & 20, 10-5pm, with Vlad Yeliseyev
Develop your plein air painting skills at various locations 
throughout the Finger Lakes with an internationally known 
artist. The focus will be on architectural elements in the views 
such as old barns, historic buildings, charming street cafes, lake 
views with boats and/or some old structures. See Vlad’s work at  
YeliseyevFineArt.com.  $360 members, $425 not-yet-members
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ZENTANGLES
Sat., Sept. 26, 10am-noon, with Linda Clarke Benedict
Referred to by some as “doodling on steroids,” Zentangles 
is a form of creative drawing for relaxation, inspiration and 
fun. Learn three basic “tangle” forms and how they can be 
combined into unique patterns and designs. $15 members, 
$20 not-yet-members

WIRE WORK EARRINGS
Sat., Sept. 26, 1-4pm, with Janis Long
Explore the fundamental use of jewelry tools and the numerous 

characteristics of copper 
wire. Learn to manipulate 
three different gauges of 
wire into a variety of shapes, 
add texture and a patina to 
this metal. The knowledge 
gained from this workshop 
will inspire you to create 
four pair of earrings during 
class time. This class is for 
all skill levels and limited to 
10 students. $30 members, 
$36 not-yet-members, $10 
materials fee

TAKING THE MYSTERY OUT OF COLOR
Tues., Sept. 29, 1-4pm, with Fran Bliek
Intimidated by color? This class will help you understand how 
color works. This class is a practical, hands-on class ideal for 
anyone who works with any paint medium and pigments. 
Whether you work with watercolors, acrylics, oils, alcohol inks 
or dyes, this class will help you remove any intimidation or 
frustration with color mixing. This great class is for all levels of 
experience. There is a brief supply list for those registering. 
$30 member, $36 not-yet-members

NEW TECHNIQUES
Wed. & Thurs., Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, 10-4pm, with GC Myers
Using acrylics, gauche, washes and other unusual textures 
and techniques, GC Myers creates unique, eye-catching and 
popular designs and landscapes. Explore his creative and 
unusual approaches to painting with him. $250 members, 
$300 not-yet-members 

PASTELS-FROM THE 
GROUND UP
Sat., Oct. 3, 10am-2pm, 
with Pat Jackson
What you put your pastels 
on will make a difference 
in how your finished pastel 
painting looks. A “texture” 
is required for the pastels 
to adhere to your paper 
— rough, sanded, etc. 
The color on your paper 
affects the outcome. Under 
painting with watercolor can 
also help you achieve the 

results you want.  Come experiment in the morning and work 
on a small pastel in the afternoon. $40 members, $48 not-yet-
members

CREATING WITH CRAYOLAS
Tues., Oct. 20, 6:30–8:30pm, with Marsha Devine
Take the coloring of your youth up several notches and 
learn how to paint with Crayolas. Find out how to use this 
inexpensive media to create art, whether at home or traveling 
about. (Not a coloring book class.) Bring your box of 64! $20 
members, $24 not-yet-members

SLAB POTTERY PLANTERS
Saturdays, Oct. 24 & Nov. 7, 10am-2pm, with Faith Benedict
Our plants join us inside for the fall, winter and spring.  
Freshen up “your look” by creating unique planters for your 
houseplants. Join potter Faith Benedict, in her Fire Works 
Pottery studio, to create slab hand-built planters with their 
own saucers, shapes and sizes. Drawing, pressing in textures, 
slip and glazes will give seed to your imagination. Class size 
is limited to 6, so sign up early. $80 members, $92 not-yet-
members, plus $20 materials fee to instructor

ALLA PRIMA OIL PAINTING
Sat., Oct. 31, 10-4pm, with Pat Tribastone

An Alla Prima painting workshop. In the morning your instructor 
will demonstrate this ‘wet into wet’ technique by painting a 
small still life from life. After the demonstration each participant 
will paint a similar painting on a 4x4 canvas using the alla 
prima technique. In the afternoon the students will have the 
opportunity to paint another larger painting with individualized 
instruction. Canvases will be provided for the students. No 
solvents will be used in class. $120 members, $144 not-yet-
members

ADULT WORKSHOPS



Arts Center of Yates County
127 Main Street
Penn Yan, NY 14527

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 
in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature.

Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Sat 9am - 3pm
315-536-8226

email: artscenteryates@gmail.com
www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org

Support the Businesses That Support the Arts Center!
Amber Waves B & B

Bank of the Finger Lakes
Barrington Cellars
Basin Park Marina

Century 21, Mark Malcolm
Church Creative Flooring

Community Bank
D J Builders & Remodelers
Douglas B. Miles Agency

Edward Jones
Eire by Bev Faulkner
Howard Hanna Realty

Hunt Country Vineyards
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber

Longs’ Cards & Books
Lyons National Bank

Marble’s Automotive
Morgan’s Grocery

Opera House Antiques - Willie Bilancio
Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating

Rooster Hill Vineyards
Seneca Farms

Sommerville Pottery
Steamboat Castle
Stork Insurance

The Esperanza View
The Switz

Thomas Scott Woodwork
Tigercandy Arts, Inc.

Water Street Wines & Spirits
Wagener Estate B & B

Connect With Us on Social Media

Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter


