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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

Usually in mid-September, Arts Center 
members receive a fun and formal 
invitation in the (real!) mail inviting 
their participation in our annual 
meeting. This is a celebratory event 
that has also become the Arts Center’s 
biggest fundraiser. It features a very 
popular wine pull and a silent auction 
that combines “experiences” and 
objects. The Columbus Day event 
features entertainment, speakers, 
and an opportunity to celebrate the 
year that has been and to envision 
the year ahead.  The Annual Meeting 
also includes business activities—
congratulating the Norma Peeler 
Volunteer of the Year and the Artist 
of the Year, as well as voting on new 
members for the Board of Directors 
and board officers. Usually a great time 
is had by all (even those beaten out for 
prizes in the silent auction!).

Not surprisingly, circumstances 
precluded having a “traditional” 
annual dinner this year. But the Arts 
Center Board still feels there is much 
to celebrate in a year that has seen 
volunteers and supporters stepping 
up to meet the challenges and finding 
opportunities to ensure the Arts Center 
succeeds in its mission to provide Yates 
County residents, artists, and visitors 
with opportunities to enrich their lives 
through active participation in the arts.  

Therefore, 
everyone 
is cordially 
invited to the 
Arts Center’s 
virtual annual 
meeting— 
a Zoom 
meeting to 
be held on 
Thursday, 
December 
10th at 5:30 
pm. Look 
for an email 
invitation 
with 
meeting information at the beginning 
of December. We’ll also have 
that information on our website, 
artscenteryatescounty.org.

Hosted by Arts Center Board Chair 
Dixon Zorovich, this year’s annual 
meeting will include a recap of 2020 
activities, plans for 2021, a celebration 
of our volunteers and artist of the 
year, and entertainment, courtesy of 
the Wednesday Concert Series Board.    
We hope you’ll take a bit of time to 
join us, learn what’s been happening 
at the Arts Center, and what we have 
planned as we continue to make 
lemonade out of the lemons served up 
in 2020!

Icons of 2020, Daryl Davis

Browse original creations from our member artists from the 
comfort of your home through our online shop! When you see a 
work that you’d like to own, add it to your cart, and then contact 
the Arts Center to arrange for pick-up arrangements.  
Visit artscenteryatescounty.org/shop to start browsing!

Virtual Annual Meeting to be held Dec. 10, 5 pm via Zoom
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Arts Center
Board Members 

Class of 2020
Anita Maroscher 

Dick Murphy 
Sandra Murrin 

Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

Class of 2021
Lynn Blumenau 
Marsha Devine 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 
Howard LeVant 
Dixon Zorovich 

Class of 2022
Faith Benedict 

John Christensen 
Daryl Davis 
Kristi Hoag 

Karen Morris 
Mike Smith 

Bethany Snyder 

Officers
Dixon Zorovich, Pres. 

Kathy Ring, VP 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Daryl Davis, Sec. 

Executive Director
Kris Pearson

Mission

The Arts Center’s 
mission is to enrich 
the quality of life of 

Finger Lakes residents, 
artists, and visitors 

by providing
opportunities for 

active participation 
in the arts To this

end, we plan,
promote, and develop

art programs and
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and 
publicize events; 

develop and maintain 
physical facilities.

Volunteer
Opportunities 

Interested in 
volunteering at the 

Arts Center? Contact 
volunteer coordinator

Lynn Blumenau at
Lynnblumenau@gmail.
com. Volunteers serve 
as docents in the Flick 

Gallery, help hang 
artwork for shows, 
prepare food for 

exhibit openings, help 
in various capacities 

with fundraising events 
throughout the year 

and serve on a variety 
of committees. We 

welcome your help with 
any of the Arts Center’s 

activities!

From the Executive Director
A Pivotal Year
Many business and nonprofit executives are 
talking about organizational “pivots” caused 
by this year’s global pandemic. From an 
organizational standpoint, the idea of “pivot” 
means “to quickly change tactical and strategic 
direction without losing momentum and while 
remaining true to the organizational mission.”  
The Arts Center’s mission 
is to provide community 
residents, artists, and 
visitors with opportunities 
to actively participate in 
the arts in order to enrich 
their lives. Studies show 
participation in the arts has 
both positive mental and 
physical health benefits—
something that, in the 
midst of a pandemic, 
takes on even more 
importance. That’s why 
the Arts Center’s “pivot” 
has focused less on the 
“strategic” direction of 
the organization and more 
on the “tactical” delivery 
of services. And it’s why 
2020 may prove to be a “pivotal” (“of crucial 
importance to development or success”) year for 
the future of our organization.

Like many other businesses, the Arts Center 
has had to deal with falling revenues brought 
on by the statewide “pause” in the spring, 
a considerable drop in tourism visits (and 
spending), and the need to limit, or cancel 
altogether, in-person participation at creative 
workshops, events and fundraising activities. At 
the same time, the need for and opportunity 

to expand outreach within the community was 
never greater.

With the help of dedicated volunteers, the Arts 
Center’s virtual outreach—from encouraging 
residents via email to try simple art projects 
to offering online classes with instructors from 

around the world to enabling 
artists to sell work on the 
Arts Center’s new website 
shop—has resulted in new 
levels of participation in the 
arts. Our members and artists 
have been generous with their 
support for the pivot to this 
expanding tactical outreach, 
boosting our fundraising 
efforts and membership drives.
We’re particularly grateful for 
the financial support offered 
by many local and regional 
foundations, the New York 
State Council on the Arts, and 
federal COVID-relief programs.

With this kind of support and a 
dogged determination to assist 
our community through this 

unprecedented challenge, 2020 may well prove 
to be the pivotal year in which the Arts Center 
is generally acknowledged as an important 
and integral part of the Yates community. We 
appreciate all that you do to help realize this 
vision. As we go forward, do make some time to 
take a turn or two around the Arts Center to see 
what’s new and feel your spirits lift. You’re always 
welcome here.

—Kris Pearson

Art-inspired masks are

available for a donation

at the Arts Center!
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CELEBRATION 2020
(YOU KNOW WE NEED IT!)

Holiday shopping locally will warm our hearts this year: 
safe space, fine gifts, supporting the local economy. 
The annual “Celebration” show at the Arts Center will 
feature five of the artists/crafters whom you missed 
when the Keuka Arts Festival was cancelled this year, 
plus as many others new to this gallery.

Linda Kays-Biviano is an award winning doll artist, a 
master mold maker and a resin/silicone caster with a 
studio in Norwich. Although she casts Santas as large 
as life-size, we expect you’ll more likely choose a 
Santa, elf, or character a bit smaller.  

Laura Crosetti of Laura’s Beaded Treasures in Gates 
shares the meaning of various semiprecious stones, 
which she wraps with fine wires to make jewelry. She 
also creates fantastic spiders, suncatchers, and fairies.

Here in the Finger Lakes, many of us have a jar of 
beach glass or interesting stones, picked up along the 
shores. In Seneca Falls, Lisa Gnau and her wife Lori, 
as the local team of Two Fraus Gnau, scavenge shores 
for beach glass and stones to use in natural creations, 
simple yet charming framed pictures.    

Eileen Weishan combines sewing, embroidery, 
counted cross stitch, open work, 

pulled threads work, and beading to fashion one-of-a-
kind accessories. Her Eileen Weishan Designs business 
is in Cattaraugus.

The whimsical but intricate three-dimensional scroll-
saw puzzles by Peachy Originals are fun for all ages.  
June and Tony Burns design, cut and paint these 
affordable little sculptural puzzles that range from 
construction vehicles to animals to holiday themed 
pieces.

In addition to this sampling of new artists for 2020, 
expect to find old favorites: Martha Gibbs’ needle 
felted ornaments, Edie DeVoe’s holiday decorations, 
Matt Burnell’s lake-themed metal, Laura Wilder’s 
Roycroft Renaissance Master Artist block prints, Leah 
Hawley’s art collaged from postage stamps, and so 
much more.  

As always, the Arts Center will sell holiday cards 
printed with local creations, and mini-canvases of local 
artists’ paintings to hang on your tree.  

The Celebration exhibit will be installed on Saturday, 
November 7, and available for viewing and sales the 
following week through the end of the year.

Laura Crosetti

Laura Wilder

Eileen Weishan

Linda Kays-BivianoLeah Hawley
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An Art Opportunity:
Funding Our Future

In lieu of the Arts Center’s ever popular silent auction and wine pull (yet another victim of the pandemic and our 
“abundance of caution” reality) the Arts Center is pleased to offer the opportunity to purchase several original pieces 
of framed art, which have been donated to the Arts Center by a long-time exhibiting artist, three popular visiting 
artist/instructors, and a sorely missed patron. Available on our website, artscenteryatescounty.org, these five paintings 
and one ceramic sculpture will help generate some of the funding generally received through the several in-person 
Arts Center events that were put on hold this year. Our thanks to the artists for their generosity. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to own a fine work by one of these artists:

KEVIN FEARY
Kevin Feary’s 
reputation as a 
regional painter 
has been growing 
exponentially over 
the last decade. 
A resident of 
Batavia, NY Kevin 
is a member of 
the All Weather 
Gang, Batavia 
Society of Artists, 
the Genesee Valley 
Plein Air Painters, 
and the Rochester 
Art Club (among 
others). He’s honed 
his skills over decades, taking classes and workshops 
from local and nationally known artists throughout his 
career. Kevin is a very popular instructor at the Arts 
Center, teaching Plein Air and portrait painting, and 
often just wandering the area in search of inspiration for 
his well-regarded landscape paintings.  

George Van Hook 
is a nationally 
recognized painter 
from Cambridge, 
NY.  He got his start 
as a professional 
artist very early in 
life and was heavily 
influenced by 
the Pennsylvania 
impressionists and 
the “Brandywine 
Tradition” of his 
native state, as well 
as by the European 
traditions he studied 
close up during his 
high school and college years. George has won awards 
in many of the area’s Plein Air festivals, has taught classes 
at the Arts Center, and served as a judge for the Center’s 
juried show, as well as appearing as a featured speaker 
for one of the Arts Center’s annual dinners. Family and a 
fascination with the landscape of the Finger Lakes make 
him a frequent visitor to the area.

GEORGE VAN HOOK

Visit our website to purchase the 
original works shown here!
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An Art Opportunity:
Funding Our Future

CONNIE BERBERIAN
Connie Berberian has long been one of the Arts Center’s 
most popular artists. For decades, Connie traveled often 
from her home in Pennsylvania 
to the Finger Lakes, recording 
her impressions of the region 
in lovingly rendered watercolor 
paintings. Keuka Lake and 
its environs were a particular 
favorite: “I visualize the rolling 
hills with vineyards, small village 
streets and the seasonal and 
atmospheric effects on the 
landscape…I am fascinated by 
color and the interplay of light 
and shadow.”  Although Connie 
now lives in North Carolina, 
prints of her work are still available at the Arts Center.

HARRY ORLYK
Harry Orlyk is a native of Troy, NY and currently lives in Salem, 
NY near the Vermont border. Harry’s work was influenced by 
almost a decade of work in the 
Great Plains, during and after 
his time in graduate school in 
Nebraska.  Undeterred by the 
challenges of painting in every 
season, Harry says, “Sitting in the 
cold in a traditional way, I paint 
what is before me, sometimes 
as still as the Eskimo who earns 
his family’s meal by waiting and 
watching and thinking. He kills an 
animal; I make an image. We are linked together by our years 
of long studied views across a common land.” Harry’s painting 
was a gift to the Arts Center from the estate of Richard Dixon.

“RACHEL” GU
“Rachel” Gu is a ceramic sculptor 
with a Master’s Degree from RIT. 
A native of China, Rachel served 
as the Arts Center’s pottery 
supervisor in its Sunny Point 
seasonal studio this summer. A 
popular teacher, Rachel also used 
the time to continue to create 
work of her own. She’s a young 
artist who is receiving quite a bit 
of positive attention for her work, 
and we hope to have her back 
again in 2021.
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EXPERIENCING CLAY WITH YOUR CHILD
Mondays, Jan. 25, Feb. 1 & 8, 4-5:30pm, with Faith Benedict
Children 5 and up and a favorite adult can beat winter blues by 
sparking some truly creative play.  Have fun playing in clay with 
your favorite child—creating functional or fantastical objects.   
6 places at the table. Classes will be held at Fire Works Pottery 
Studio on Baker Road. $60 for child & adult pair plus $20 
materials fee to instructor

EXPERIENCING CLAY WINTER (2ND-5TH GRADE STUDENTS)
Mondays, March 1, 8, 15 & 22, 4-5:30pm with Faith Benedict
Use your imagination to think of something to build with simple 
forms then use your hands and some simple tools to create 
your imagined object out of clay. Shapes grow out of pinch 
pot, coil, and slabs. This is a great workshop to create the best 
holiday gift ever for family members or to just have fun making 
something you imagine become something real! Classes will be 
held at Fire Works Pottery Studio on Baker Road. $40/student 
plus $20 materials fee to instructor
 
EXPERIENCING CLAY SPRING (2ND-5TH GRADE STUDENTS)
Mondays, May 3, 10 ,17 & 24, 4-5:30pm with Faith Benedict
Use your imagination to think of something to build with simple 
forms then use your hands and some simple tools to create 
your imagined object out of clay.  Shapes grow out of pinch 
pot, coil and slabs. This is a great workshop to create the best 
holiday gift ever for family members or to just have fun making 
something you imagine become something real! Classes will be 
held at Fire Works Pottery Studio on Baker Road. $40/student 
plus $20 materials fee to instructor

YEAR-END
WORKSHOPS

WORKSHOPS
COMING IN 2021

ALLA PRIMA OIL PAINTING
Sat., Oct. 31, 10-4pm, with Pat Tribastone
An Alla Prima painting workshop. In the morning your instructor 
will demonstrate this ‘wet into wet’ technique by painting a 
small still life from life. After the demonstration, each participant 
will paint a similar painting on a 4x4 canvas using the alla prima 
technique. In the afternoon, the students will have the opportunity 
to paint another larger painting with individualized instruction. 
Canvases will be provided for the students. No solvents will be 
used in class. $80 members, $110 not-yet-members

ART & VINE – WINE GLASSES
Tues., Nov. 17, 6-8pm, with Marsha Devine
Come and create a pair of unique wine glasses. Learn 
techniques for glass painting. Relax and share some fun with 
friends or family. Painted glasses can be hand washed. All 
materials supplied by the Arts Center. $20 members, $25 not-
yet-members

ART & VINE – HOLIDAY GLASS BLOCKS
Tues., Dec.1, 6-8pm, with Marsha Devine
Paint hollow glass blocks with holiday designs – great gift as 
a holiday decoration when stuffed with “twinkle lights” or as 
a savings bank or storage canister. Come and be creative! All 
materials supplied by the Arts Center. $20 members, $25 not-
yet-members

Watch for 2021 workshops by some 
of your favorite instructors, including 
Grant Lounsbury, Kevin Feary, Elizabeth 
St. Hilaire, Karen Rosasco, Claudia 
Milroy and more.

Virtual classes with instructors from 
around the country! Art in a variety of 
mediums, including drawing, painting, 
ceramics, collage, glass, jewelry, and 
fiber arts. Why not plan to give it a try?
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HOLIDAY CARDS & MORE!

The holiday season is upon us and, thanks to the generosity of Arts Center exhibiting artists, we are once again excited to offer 
the ever-popular holiday card assortment for sale!

This year’s pack includes eight different cards with designs by Kathy Armstrong, Brandi Arno, Ellen Bradshaw, Sandy Cook, Mary 
Freida, Phyllis Maciag, Helga Poreda, and Karlene Van Deusen. This year cards will be offered in two sizes, with the 5”x7” cards 
selling for $12 a pack and the 4¼” x 5¾“ packs selling for $10. 

The Arts Center staff is also willing to produce special orders of individual cards and/or cards with personalized interior 
messages for a small additional fee. Contact Kris at 315-536-8226 or artscenteryates@gmail.com for details. All proceeds from 
the sale of holiday gift cards support operations at the Arts Center.

This year, in addition to the holiday cards, artists and volunteers 
have combined to offer limited edition local landscape masks. These 
handmade, all-cotton face masks feature local landscapes painted by 
six of the Arts Center’s well-known exhibiting artists—Bonnie Barney, 
Fran Bliek, Virginia Braun, Kevin Feary, Caryl Flickinger, and Dick Kane. 
These are limited-edition masks, with only 36 made of each design and 
we expect they’ll go fast! The local landscape masks, like the popular 
famous artists and artwork masks currently sold at the Arts Center, are 
available for a $10 donation. Once again, all proceeds will be used to 
support Arts Center operations.  

The Penn Yan Art Guild ornaments are back by popular 
demand! Hand-painted on miniature canvases by members 

of the local Art Guild, these unique ornaments are rapidly becoming a tradition for many local residents, as well 
as a popular gift item. Proceeds from the $15 price on these ornaments are split between the Guild and the Arts 
Center, and are used to help support programs and activities offered by both groups.  

Stop by the Arts Center for these (and more) unique holiday gifts and help support the arts (and artists) in our 
community!
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This Year at Sunny Point

The leaves are turning and falling at the Arts 
Center’s Sunny Point facility on the shore of Keuka 

Lake.  Volunteers have been busily 
closing up shop for the season, which, 
happily, turned out to be both busy and 
productive.  

While we 
missed 
the 
Celebrate 

Service, Celebrate 
Yates volunteers who 
usually do so much 
to help prepare 
the property for 
the summer this 
year, the Sunny 
Point committee 
worked extra hard 
finding ways to get 
things ready for a 
summer opening 
delayed a month 
due to pandemic 
restrictions. Those 
restrictions caused 
the annual opening 
celebration barbecue 
to be cancelled but, 
fortunately, did not 
impede the tenure of 
this year’s first Artist 
in Residence, Cathy 
O’Neill of Hamburg, 
NY.

Cathy spent a 
productive 10 days 
focused on her 

painting and recently gave the Arts 
Center one of the fruits of that labor—
an original watercolor of Sunny Point’s 
iconic willow tree. While the second 
Artist in Residence had to cancel 
because of state quarantine regulations, 
several other artists from around New 

York state did take advantage of the opportunity to 
book short artistic retreats on the property.

While many of the visiting artists 
expected to teach during the summer 
were not able to make it to Sunny Point 
this summer, we were glad to welcome 
Karen Rosasco for her popular Painting 
in the Abstract workshop, as well as 

Kevin Feary, who 
taught three Plein Air 
classes this year.

Pottery supervisor 
Rachel Gu taught a 
number of popular 
workshops for adults 
and children in the 
Boathouse Pottery, 
and welcomed 
participation in open 
studio hours as well. 
We’re grateful for the 
cheerful, professional 
manner in which she 
conducted business 
during a rather trying 
time.

Thankfully, the 
weather cooperated 
for a socially 
distanced ice cream 
social this year, and 
our thanks go out 
to Seneca Farms, 
the many potters 
who contributed 
bowls for the event, 
and Will Knepple, 
who provided 
entertainment.  

Our volunteers continue to work on the property as 
we close down for the year and we 
can’t express how grateful we are for 
everyone who enable us to make this 
unique and special place available 
to the community. Plans are already 
underway for summer 2021. We hope 
to see you at Sunny Point then!
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Penn Yan Art Guild members have been
sharing photos of their art work via email 

every week to stay connected and to inspire 
one another during this “time of COVID.”

Check out “About Us” on our website at 
pennyanartguild.com to view our Photo Sharing 

Project. Recently, members shared photos of their 
studio spaces, as seen below.

 

PYAG meetings have been cancelled for the 
remainder of the year due to the inability to 
meet safely in large groups. We hopefully 

will resume our meetings and group activities 
in April 2021.

To become a member of PYAG, check out 
our website at pennyanartguild.org 

and click Contact Us. Submit completed 
membership form.

Art Around the Area

If you think you recognize this masked artist, 
email us at artscenteryates@gmail.com with 
your guess and you’ll be entered into a 
drawing to win a free fine art face mask!

Our second installment from Pat Jackson…
Thanks to all who took a stab at identifying the 
masked artist in the last issue of Perspectives. 
It was NOT, as several people postulated, our 
own Phiddy Webb! If you looked carefully at 
the clues (and the artwork), you came up with 
the correct answer—Andy Warhol. 

Who Is That
Masked Artist?

?

?

? ?



Arts Center of Yates County
127 Main Street
Penn Yan, NY 14527

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 
in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature.

Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Sat 9am - 3pm
315-536-8226

email: artscenteryates@gmail.com
www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org

Support the Businesses That Support the Arts Center!
Amber Waves B&B

Aubergine B&B
Barn Hill Studio

Community Bank
D J Builders & Remodelers
Douglas B. Miles Agency

Eastlake Consulting
Edward Jones

Fidelity Charitable
Fireworks Foundry

GA Studio

Havill Pottery
Howard Hanna Real Estate

JL Sisson Construction
Keuka Health Care Associates

Lyons National Bank
Morgan’s Grocery

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating
Sommerville Pottery

Steamboat Castle
Stork Insurance

Water Street Wines & Spirits

Connect With Us on Social Media

Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter


